LONG, TOO LONG, O LAND. 
	LONG, too long, O land, 	Comment by Brendon Bottle: Whitman had been waiting for something like the Civil War to snap people out of their stupor for some time. Asselineau tells us that “According to [Whitman], peace was not always best for a country, for it was in war that a nation took form and consciousness and the true character of a people revealed itself (154).



	Traveling roads all even and peaceful, you learn'd from 
         joys and prosperity only; 



	But now, ah now, to learn from crises of anguish—ad- 
         vancing, grappling with direst fate, and recoiling 
         not; 	Comment by Brendon Bottle: Whitman saw the war as a type of growing pain for the country. As in “1861” he was ready for there to be a change and he saw this change as requiring something drastic. Mack speaks of the Whitman seeing the war as a lesson away from which the “children en-masse” could take something beneficial (113).



	And now to conceive, and show to the world, what your 
         children en-masse really are; 



	(For who except myself has yet conceived what your 
         children en-masse really are?) 	Comment by Brendon Bottle: Whitman maintains his own
Omni-cognizance that we find in the 1855 “Song of Myself” with such lines as “stop this day and night with me and you shall possess the origin of all poems” (Whitman 28). Throughout all of his poems, but particularly his pro-war poetry like “Too Long” and “1861” Whitman maintains his voice aswere teh  drastic.for progress, he saw the war as the



